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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4259 
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SUBJECT: GON OFFICIAL'S COMMENTS ON POLITICAL SITUATION IN SURINAM 
REF: PARAMARIBO 410 

IN COURSE OF CHARGE'S COURTESY CALL AUGUST 22 ON 
MERCKELBACH IN PRIMIN'S OFFICE, HE TOOK OCCASION TO COMMENT 
ON THE SITUATION IN SURINAM. HIS REMARKS CONFIRM REPORT 
IN REFTEL. IN PARTICULAR, HE EMPHASIZED DECLINING STRENGTH 
OF PRESENT GOVERNMENT, ITS REDUCED MAJORITY IN PARLIAMENT 
AND POSSIBILITY THAT DATE FOR INDEPENDENCE MIGHT SLIP. 
MERCKELBACH IS INDIVIDUAL IN PRIMIN'S OFFICE CARRYING 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR FOLLOWING EVENTS IN SURINAM 
AND WE ASSUME FOR TENOR OF HIS REMARKS THAT GON CURRENTLY 
HAS SOME MISGIVINGS WHETHER DEVELOPMENTS IN SURINAM WILL 
GO FORWARD ON BASIS PREVIOUSLY ANTICIPATED. 
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